DON’T
WASTE
YOUR
WASTE

We took a look into the attitudes and
behaviours of Australians around recycling
to understand how together we can
improve recycling efforts and reduce
unnecessary waste.
Here's what we found.

80%

of Australians want
to reduce what they
send to landfill.

75%

of Australians worry about
how our waste impacts the
future of our planet.

Although 60% of us are extremely
confident that we recycle correctly,
the reality is less than 10% of
Australians are recycling correctly.

Alarmingly 94% of us
are throwing the wrong
sort of items into our
household recycling bin.

COMMON RECYCLING MISTAKES AUSTRALIANS MAKE:

1 IN 4

incorrectly place recyclable
items in plastic bags before
putting them in the bin.
Recyclables should go
straight in the recycling bin
without bags.

1 IN 5

fail to empty, clean and dry
items before recycling them.

58%

fail to remove leftover food
and grease from pizza boxes.
Greasy cardboard should be
torn off and only the clean
parts recycled.

82%

confuse the
mobius loop
with recyclability.
But the symbol
doesn’t necessarily
mean an item can be
recycled.

36%
73%

incorrectly place soft
plastics and chip packets in
the recycling bin. These
items can’t be recycled
through household bins.

fail to flatten egg cartons before recycling
them. Flattening avoids them being confused
with plastics at the recycling centre.

3 SIMPLE STEPS TO BECOMING A BETTER RECYCLER:

Look for the
Australasian
Recycling Label
for guidance.

Take your soft plastics to a
REDcycle collection point
at your local Coles or
Woolworth’s supermarket.

Check Planet Ark’s
Recycling Near You
for guidance on any items
you’re unsure about.

Nestlé is committed to making 100%
of its packaging recyclable or reusable
by 2025, with a particular focus on
avoiding plastic waste. This is part of
Nestlé’s broader vision to achieve a
waste-free future.

